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any censure of or interference in their pursuits, and
young and old vied with each other in reckless extrava-
gance. No man would undertake work which did not
add to his fortune. Enormous sums were squandered
on fortifications that were never completed. Men
were charged for as being in hospital months after they
were dead, and the prevailing corruption was greater
than it had ever been under the direct rule of the
native princes. The orders of the Directors in regard to
private trade were ignored, and the whole country was
plundered by gomashtas, who committed actions that
made " the name of the English stink in the nostrils of
a Hindu or a Mussulman," The army, European and
native, had become mutinous and insubordinate. Ever
since Olive's departure in 1760 the commanding officers
had encroached more and more upon the civil power,
and endeavoured to impress upon the minds of the
native princes that supreme power was vested in the
Commander-in-Chief, and not in the Governor and
Council. So far had they gone in this direction that a
few more months of Mr. Spencer's government would
have made them " Lords Paramount." The dissensions
in the Council and the attitude of the commanding
officers had produced a relaxation of discipline amongst
the officers which was reflected in the conduct of the
men. A mutinous spirit had shown itself, and on more
than one occasion it had broken out into open violence.
Large numbers of European and native soldiers had
deserted to the native powers, and a serious mutiny
amongst the sepoys at Patna had only been quelled by
blowing the ringleaders from guns.
The condition of affairs is thus described by Olive